In the Specification: 

Page 2, first paragraph, lines 2-8, replace with a new paragraph as follows: 

— The invention relates to a connecting element for an assembly system 
made up of a plurality of supports, in particular for an assembly system with 
system supports, wherein the supports have openings, arranged in a predetermined 
spacing on at least one of the outer walls of the support. The connecting element 
has a first member and at least one second member, wherein at least on of the 
members has a elongated hole for the purpose of fastening of the connecting 
element to the support or to a base surface by a member number of fastening 
elements, which can be passed through the at least one elongated hole.— 

Pages 2-3, replace the paragraph bridging these pages (page 2, last three 
lines, page 3, first line) with a new paragraph as follows: 

- Assembly systems for medium and heavy loads are known that comprise 
system supports on whose outer walls openings at predetermined spacing are 
arranged. A plurality of connecting elements can be arranged at these openings for 
connecting the individual structural components to each other along the system 
support in a grid corresponding to the spacing of the openings. - 
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Pages 3-4, replace the paragraph bridging these pages (page 3, lines 13-20, 
page 4, line 1) with a new paragraph as follows: 

— According to the invention, the connecting element for an assembly 
system is made up of a plurality of supports, in particular for an assembly system 
having system supports, wherein the supports have openings that are disposed in a 
predetermined spacing on at least one of the outer walls of the support, a first 
member and at least a second member, wherein at least one of the members has at 
least one elongated opening for the purpose of fastening the connecting element to 
a support or to a base surface by a m e mber number of fastening elements, which 
can be passed through the at least one elongated opening. At least the one member 
has notches over the length of the at least one elongated opening, into which the 
complementary notches can be brought to register. — 

Page 2, second paragraph, lines 6-14, replace with a new paragraph as 
follows: 

- Since the predefined spacing of the openings in the support is preferably 
of the same dimensions in all supports and the openings are arranged in all outer 
walls of the supports and the notches of the connecting element have notches with 
a predefined spacing, assembly and planning of the construction to be created is 
simplified. Measuring distances for the purpose of positioning the connecting 
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element and special adaptations of the connecting element are reduced to a 
minimum. Adaptation with regard to planning and subsequent change of the 
construction is possible at any time. In addition, simple dismantling of the 
construction and re-use of the individual structural components is possible. If the 
fastening elements are loosened or removed, the connecting element can be reused 
at another position of this or another construction. ~ 

In the Claims: 

Amend Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 9, 12, 13, and cancel Claim 14. 

1 . (Currently amended). A connecting element for an assembly system 
comprising a plurality of system support, such as an assembly system having 
system supports, wherein the supports have openings arranged in a defined spacing 
on at least one of the an outer walls (68. 1, 68.2) of the system support, wherein 
said connecting element (1; 1 1; 31; 65) comprises a first member (2; 12; 32) and at 
least one second member (3; 13; 33) with at least one of said first and second 
members (2; 12; 32.3; 13; 33) having at least one elongated opening (4, 5; 14, 15, 
34, 35, 66) with at least notch e s over the length of said at l e ast one elongated 
op e ning with at least a plurality of notches (6, 7) extending continuously in side- 
by-side relation over the length of said at least one elongated opening with 
elongated parallel side said notches extending transversal of the length of said 
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elongated opening, said notches arranged for securing said connecting element (1; 
1 1; 31; 65) to a support or to a base surface by a fastening element (61), passed 
through the at least one elongated opening (4, 5; 14, 15, 34, 35; 66), and 
engageable with complementary notches (69.1, 69.2) of the a fastening element 
(61). 

2. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein said second member (3; 13; 33) is arranged essentially perpendicular to 
said first member (2: 12; 32) and at least one of said first and second members (2, 
3, 12, 13, 32, 33) have at least one said elongated opening (1, 5, 11, 15, 31, 35) and 
at least said notches (6, 7, 20, 21, 37.1, 37.2) over the length of said at least one 
elongated opening (1, 5, 11, 15, 31, 35) . 

3. (Original). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
second member (33) is a connector (33) formed of a profile section with openings 
(41.1 to 41.4; 51.2, 51.4; 52.1, 52.3) for fixing the support by fastening elements 
passable through said openings (41.1 to 41.4; 51.2, 51.4; 52.1, 52.3) in said 
connector (33). 

4. (Currently amended). A connecting element as set forth in claim 3, 
wherein said connector (33) comprises a third member base plate (32), and said 
third memb e r base plate has at least one elongated opening (34, 35) with notches 
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(37.1, 37.2) located along the length of said at least one elongated opening (34, 35) 
for engagement with complementary notches of a fastening element. 

5. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 3, 
wherein an outer contour of said connector (33) is formed complementary to an 
inner contour of said the support so that said support can slide over said connector 
(33). 

6. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 3, 
wherein an inner contour of the connector (33) is shaped complementary 
complementary to an outer contour of the a support so that the support can be 
inserted into said connector (33). 

7. (Original). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 3, wherein said 
connector (33) has a rectangular configuration and the openings (41.1 to 41.4; 
51.2, 51.4; 52.1, 52.3) are arranged parallel to a plane for the passage of a fastening 
element, with said plane formed through said first member (32) of the connecting 
element. 

8. (Original). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 7, wherein a 
plurality of openings (41.1 to 41.4; 51.2, 51.4; 52.1; 52.3) are arranged vertically 
relative to each other in a plurality of planes parallel to each other. 
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9. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the notches (6, 7; 20, 21; 37.1, 37.2) are arranged on the side of said first 
and second members facing away from said the support. 

10. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein said notches (6, 7; 20, 21; 37.1, 37.2; 70.1, m/2 70.2 ) comprise teeth. 

11. (Original). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
connecting element (1 1; 31; 65) has at least one bead (16; 17; 36) extending in the 
elongated direction of said openings (4, 5, 14, 15, 34, 35). 

12. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 1 1, 
wherein said teeth are arranged in a at least one said bead walls of said at least one 
bead (16, 17, 36). 

13. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein a surface zone surrounding at least one said elongated opening has said 
notches (6, 7). 

14. (Canceled). 

15. (Original). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
outer contour of said at least one member (2, 3) is complementary to the outer 
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contour of at least one of the supports capable of being connected with said 
connecting element (1 ; 1 1 ; 3 1 ). 

16. (Withdrawn). 

17. (Withdrawn). 

18. (Withdrawn). 

19. (Original). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 3, wherein said 
second member is formed of a hollow section. 

20. (Currently amended). A connecting element, as set forth in claim 4, 
wherein said third member base plate (32) is arranged in the same plane as said 
first member. 

21. (Original) A connecting element, as set forth in claim 10, wherein the 
pitch of said teeth is 2.5 mm. 
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